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M DCC LIV. 


Offices of che Meſſiah. 


The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, becauſe he 
hath anointed me to preach the Goſpel to the 
Poor, be hath ſent me to heal the Broken- 
hearted, to preach Deliverance to the Cap- 
tives, and recovering of Sight to the Blind, to 
ſet at Liberty them that are bruiſed, to preach 
the acceptable Year of the Lord. 


ls was that Portion of Scripture our 
Saviour choſe for his Text when he 


| 
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and all wondered at the gracious Words which he 
ſpak e, and the Eyes of all in the Synagague were faſ- 
tened on bim; but before he had done ſpeaking, his 
own Doctrine was verified in himſelf, namely, that 
a Prophet is not without Honour but in his own. Coun- 
try and among bis own Kindred ; for they were of- 
fended with his Doctrine, and thruſt him out of their 
Synagogue, and attempted to kill him, but he eſca- 
ped thro” the midſt of them and went away. 

I ſhall not naw make Obſervations on what offended 
the Nazareens in our Lord's Diſcourſe, nor ſpeak of his 
early Perſecutions, and how he uſed his Divine Power 
in diſappearing from among, them that ſought to de- 
roy bim, for this would take up that Time which I 
would rather ſpend in treating of his bleſſed Offices 
in the World. This ſhall always be to me a favou- 
rite Subject, as long as I am his Servant, and per- 
mitted to labour in his Vineyard. 

It is certain Iſaiab, out of whoſe Prophecy Jeſus 
read, fpake thoſe Things not of himſelf but of the 
Redeemer, ſince he has appropriated them to himſelf, 
and which Things are the Teſtimony of all the in- 
ſpired Writers concerning bim. 

Qur Saviour would read in the Scripture, to teach 
us they were the true Sayings of God, and that we 
might not be tempted to diſeſteem or flight the Law 
and the Prophets. He often mentions Paffages out 
of the Bible himſelf, and bid ſuch as wanted to be ſa- 
tisfied concerning him, ſearch the Scriptures, confeſ- 
oy at the ſame time, theſe are they that teflify of 
me. He alſo blames the Sadduces, becauſe they were 
ignorant of the Scriptures, and urges no greater Rea- 
ip in his Anſwers to the Tempter than that it was 
; auritten, He was, no doubt, the God of Wiſdom, 

and could eaſily have baffled Satan with the ſtrongeſt 
Arguments, bat be choſe only to ſay, it is won 


#7 
and referred to the holy Writings as to the Words of 
God; nor could the Enemy with all his Temptations 
ſtand againſt the Simplicity of our Saviour. In this 
reſpect be has left us an Example that we ſhould fol- 
low bis Footſteps, when Satan or carnal Men would 
reaſon with us. If they would oppoſe the Godbead 
of our Saviour, our Anſwer muſt be, How reade 
thou It is written, He is over all Gad bleſſed for 
evermore, Or ſhould they deſpiſe Free Fuſtification, 
the Gift of the Spirit, the Knowledge of our Salvation, 
the Aſſurance of Faith, Cbriſt's dwelling in us and 
manifeſting himſelf to us, we muſt appeal to the Scrip- 
tures, for ſo it is written; and when meek Argu- 
ments from the Oracles of Gd and our Saviour's own 
Words are not likely to prevail, we may not uſe 
other Wiſdom, or hope to ſucceed. by any other 
Weapon ; this is the Sword of the Spirit, and if Men 
bear not Moſes and the Prophets, neither would they be 
perſuaded tho? one roſe from the Dead. OR 
Chriſtians are Perſons who have received Feſus 
Chriſt for their God, and are called by his Name in 
the World ; his Word decides all Controverſies with 
them, and is believed though it contradicts the Max- 
ims of the Philofophers, and oppoſes the Sciences of 
the Schools; and therefore his Diſciples, the true 
2 in all Ages and Countries, think not, if ſuch 
Dottrines are probable ? or if that Declaration of 
Feſus, or this Promiſe can be poſlible ? but ſimply 
and implicitly they believe him in all Things, and 
judge not after the Sight of their Eyes, or after the 
Hearing of their Ears, but follow his Word through 
thick and thin, through evil Report and good Re- 
port, and venture all they have eternally upon his 
Word. In this Matter our Saviour proves and tries 
his Children, for none of his Doctrines are of the 
World, nor were calculated to pleaſe Men. But 
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ſome point blank oppoſe the common received Opi- 
nions of Men, and are only poſſible with God; ſuch 
are the Doctrines of his Divinity, and having the 
whole Fulneſs of the Godbead in him bodily, his In- 
carnation' and being born of a Virgin, his Miracles in 
general, his Death, his Reſurrection, his meeting his 
Diſciples, and ſtanding perſonàlly and bodily among 
them, when the Doors were ſhut for fear of the Fetus, 
his Aſcenſion in a Cloud into Heaven, and his makin 
himfelf known to and dwelling with us. | 

But though our Saviour's Doctrines do fo far ſur- 
paſs natural Conceptions, and tranſcend all human 
Reaſon and Knowledge, yet has he-not left his Chil- 
dren without the happieſt and moſt ſolid Certainty 
of Truth; for whoever believes his Doctrine ſhall 
know if it be of God, and ſhall have the Witneſs in 
bimſelf, the Holy Spirit confirms our Faith and makes 
our Hearts rejoice in © believing with Foy unſpealuble 
and full of Glory, we anticipate our Heaven here, 
and have here the Evidence of Things unſeen. 

It is well, for other Reaſons, that we have the 
Scriptures, for elſe long ago the Poctrines there 
taught had been loſt in whole Countries, and the 
heatheniſh Religion of Nature had uſurped the Place, 
ſo that if Men enlightened from Heaven ſhould have 
come and preached, even in fuch an Age as ours, 
the Forgiveneſs of Sins thro Faith, and the comfort- 
able Doctrine of the Holy Gho/?'s Inſpiration, the 
Men of this Generation would have been ready to 
condemn ſuch Preachers, and think, Ye bring ſtrange 
Things to our Ears; and ſhould they venture to ſay, 
We are Witneſſes of theſe Things, we have got Par- 
don of our Sins, and have found Fe/us and eternal 
Life, they would be ready to ſtone them for Blaſ- 
phemy and Preſumption. But now the Scriptures 
are in the World, the Ambaſſadors of the Lord may 
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appeal to them chearfully, and there prove to all 
Men, that ſo the Apoſtles and Prophets believed and 
taught, and ſo it is written, and this is their ſpi- 
ritual Weapon in the midſt of an adulterous and gain- 
ſaying People. It is an unſpeakable Mercy we have 
the Scriptures, and I blame ſuch exceedingly who 
take away that Key of Knowledge from the People. 
It is a needleſs Fear that ignorant and unlearned Men 
and Women would miſconſtrue it, and begin Sec̃ts 
and create Schiſms in the Church; ſuch have not 
done it, but the ſubtile and wiſe Scholars, the Lear- 
ned, and ſuch as haye atheiſtically ſcorned to believe 
in Jeſus, and who have preferred human Wiſdom 
too much, and neglected the teaching of the Holy 
Spirit ; theſe have made the Breaches, and been the 
Authors of the dangerous Sects, theſe have ruſhed 
into Ruin and drawn Diſciples after them ; and there- 
fore only becauſe the Word of God was not their Lan- 
thorn, nor a Light to their Feet, but they choſe an- 
other Way. | 

Ye know, my dear Brethren, how many Promiſes 
are made to thoſe who keep our Saviour's Words, 
they ſhall not taſte of Death, and be will keep them in 
the Day which ſhall try all them that dwell upon the 
Earth ; therefore, and becauſe our Saviour fo read 
and ſpake out of the Scriptures, let us prize them, 
and be deaf as the deaf Adder to all Doctrines that 
glorify not our Lord Chriſt, and which are not writ- 
ten nor have their Foundation in the Scriptures of 
Truth, Let us reſt upon their Veracity till Feſus 
comes, who will not ſuffer one Fot or Tittle to paſs 
away till all is fulfilled. 

So much ſeemed needful to ſay on this Head; I 
will now proceed to ſpeak of the Text in Order. 
It begins, The Spirit of the Lord is upon me. All 
the Children of God have of the Spirit in meaſure, 
« et Eur but 
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but Jeſus had it without meaſure, even in his Man- 
hood, of which it is here ſpoken, the Holy R in 
Fulneſs deſcended and reſted upon the Holy Child Je. 
ſus, and qualified him for his great Work. In bis 
human Nature he was weak, and weaker than any 
Man, he being only the Seed of a Woman, and in his 
_ Fleſh he was capable of ſuffering, being tempted, grie- 
ved, and as liable to all Weakneſſes and Hindrances 
as we are: He was like us in all Things, Sin only ex- 
cepted, therefore was he anointed with the Fulneſs of 
the Spirit to be the Prophet, King, and Prieſt of his 
People. Hence he is called The Chriſt, The Meſ- 
ſiab, The Lord's Anointed ; for in reſpe& of his 
humbling himſelf and taking the Place of Mediator, 
being a Man, and putting himſelf in the Place of 
Adam, he was lower than the Father, and indeed a 
little lower than the Angels, the Miniſter and Servant 
of all, whoſe Office and Service was to reſtore fal- 
len Mankind, to do God's Work, heal the Breach 
Sin had made, and ſet to rights the ruined Creation, 
waſhing and faving the Souls in his Blood, and bring- 
ing to them Salvation. For this his dear Father ſpa- 
red and ſent him, and for this he meekly and wil- 
lingly came into the World; this the lowly and gra- 
cious Lamb confeſſes when he ſays, He bath anoint- 
ed me to preach the Goſpel to the Poor; it was the 
principal End of his Humiliation to let the Poor 
know that there was Mercy for them. He was 
made Man and anointed for this Embaſly ; it was the 
glorious Errand he had in the World, the chief Meſ- 
ſage he had to bring from the Throne of his Father 
and from the ſacred Trinity, that the Holy One from 
on high had beheld their Poverty and ſent them Re- 
demption, that they were beloved in Heaven, and 
that God who made them, and from whom they 
had wandered and gone aſtray, had ſeen their Affiittion 


and 
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and was come diwn to deliver them. This was the 
glad Tidings the Servant of the Lord brought to his 
periſhing World, and for this he, who was God from 
everlaſting, and the Creator and Maker of all, when 
' he had contrived the amazing Scheme, and the due 
Time was commenced, bowed the Heavens and was 
incarnate, ſtooped to carry the News himſelf, as 
well as to pay the Ranſom of his enſlaved and cap- 
tive Creatures, and willingly offered himſelf to take 
the Servant's Place, ſaying, In the Body that thou haſt 
prepared me, lo! I come to do thy Will O God. 

Daniel foreſaw who the Meſſiab ſhould be, and 
what Perſon ſhould be the Finiſher of Iniquity, 
Tranſgreſſion, and Sin, and who ſhould make Re- 
conciliation by being cut off and ſlain, and bring in 
everlaſting Righteouſneſs, and therefore ſpeaks of 
anointing the NA Holy. | 5 

None of the Angels might announce the Counſel 
of Jebovab in this Matter till the Prince of their 
Hoſts appeared in Fleſh, and to the Poor was the 
Goſpel firſt to be preached. The Poor are the mi- 
ſerable Part of Mankind, the Friendleſs, the Deject- 
ed, the Helpleſs, ſuch as are apprized of their loſt 
Eſtate, and who are unhappy, who cannot take up 
with the World, or be ſatisfied with their good 
Things, but who ſigh and mourn in ſecret, who 
know and feel their Impotency, Sin, and Unwcr- 
thineſs, and who don't know how to be ſaved out of 
their Danger; their Thovghts are, of all Men I am 
the moſt miſerable. Theſe firſt and more immediate- 
ly are the Objects of the Lord's Charity, and though 
all are poor but inſenſible of it, yet theſe are ſenſible 
of it, and their Extremity and Poverty has been the 
Cauſe of Of Jeſs coming to help them. They 
are the highly favoured of the Lord, and muſt hear 
how dear they are to him that made them, and what 

| his 
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his Deſigns are concerning them, namely,. to love 
them with everlaſting Love, and to enrich them with 
the Kingdom of Heaven, and make them Poſſeſſors of 
the World to come. This is eaſily obſerved through. 
out the Scriptures, as well in our Saviour's Sermon 
upon the Mount as in the courſe of all his Preach- 
ing, that the Poor have the Goſpel preached to them. | 
And to the poor in Spirit, the ſpiritually foor, how | 
glad News is this! o ſuch as were in a low Eſtate, 
and who were little, and baſe, and contemptible in 
their own Eyes, and who were ready to conclude t 
that they were forſaken and juſtly abandoned by the ] 
Lord, and unworthy his Notice or Regard becauſe of . 
their Sin, how ſweet muſt the Goſpel ſound when it n 

tl 
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is publiſhed before them, that ſuch may be ſaved, 
that the Lord has opened a Well of Salvation for 
ſuch to waſh in and be clean, that a Righteouſneſs is 7 
prepared and finiſhed to dreſs and cloath them for 
the Wedding of the Lamb, and that Jeſus had under- e 
took for them, had paid their Ranſom-price, and had 
forgiven, their Debt and Diſobedience, and was now 
their Saviour? This maſt revive their ſinking Spi- 
its, and make their heavy and diſcouraged Hearts 
. Tejoice, juſt as good old Jacob's Heart revived when 
he looked out of his Tent, and ſaw indeed the Cha- 
riots and Waggons Foſeph had ſent out of Egypt to 
fetch him, O, he ſaid, it is true! Faſeph is yet alive, 
I will go and ſee him before I die; ſo when the Re- 
. port of the Goſpel is brought with Power to the 
Ears, and when Jeſus himſelf ſpeaks to the Heart, 
and brings it out to ſee what he has done for Sin- 
ners, and how he has prepared a Salvation for them, 
When he embraces the Soul and kiſſes it, and his 
_ ſoft ſtill Voice whiſpers Peace and inſpires Faith, tho 
_ ſmall as a Grain of Muſtard - ſeed, they revive, they 
receive the welcome Meſſage, and become the by T 
p W 
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pieſt of all Creatures. As Zaccheus, the chief of 
* publicans in Jericho, received him joyfully, ſo do 
they, and no condemned Criminal who ftands ready 
to be executed with the Halter about his Neck, ſo 
rejoices to receive the King's Pardon, no Priloner is 
ſo glad to be releaſed from his Cell, no Slave is fo 
tranſported to be ranſomed, as a poor Sinner to have 
Jeſul p reach the Goſpel to his Heart, and aſſure him 
of bis. Favour, This is Fe/u's Work and Office, 
this he muſt do himſelf, and though he ſends out 
Meſſengers with the ſame good News, they are like 
his Fiſhermen, When they toiled all Night but took 
nothing, without bim. It is his Voice that goes to 
the Heart; he is the only Preacher of everlaſting 

Life in the ſtricteſt Senſe, and he was anointed to 
preach the Goſpel to the Poor. 

Another of his Offices is to heal the Broken-heart- 
d. The Prophets who faw. his Day afar off had 
called him the Healer, and ſaid, he ſbould riſe with 
Healing man bis Ny. and this he prevabes him- 
i- elf. 

s His * Intention is to create the World, the 
n Heavens and Earth anew, to reſtore the decayed 
Places, and build up what is fallen down; but eſpe- 
o fl cially be has Compaſſion: upon the Broten: bearted, 
e, W and muſt heal them, for therefore was he ſent. 
c- When he eame to Betbany and faw the Grief and Tears 
ne of Mary and Martha, he was fo touched that before 
t, all he wept too, and rather than ſee them bear their 
n- cutting Afiition, Jeſur called back their Brother and 
m, W comforted them. Thus he did when, as he was 
his entering into the City of Nain, be met the Corpſe 
10' of a young Man, the only Son of his Mother, who 
cy was a Widow, and weeping, bitterly. for her Child. 
p- WM ſhe Woman was diſtreſſed, and her Heart broken 
ielt BY with Grief at the Loſs of her only Son; her Soul 
refuſed 
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refuſed Comfort. I ſuppoſe ſhe wiſhed often as Da- 
vid once did for Ab/alom, Would to God I had died 
for thee my Son She might think, I am à poor di/- 
conſolate and defolate Widow, I had but one to comfort 
me and be is removed, I have none left to care for me 
or to be a Comforter to me in my old Years, O call 
my Name Marah, for the Lord has dealt bitterly by 
me, he bas taken away all I had, and will bring down 
my grey Hairs with Sorrow to the Grave, Thus 
mourned the childleſs Mother till ſhe approached the 
Grave where Feſus met her. O how was his Heart 
affected, his tender Mercies could not let him ſuffer 
it, he ordered the Men that carried the Bier to ſtand 
till, and faid to the poor Woman, Weep not; as if 
he would have ſaid, O dear Woman I cannot bear thy 
Grief, I know Sin has been the Cauſe of all this ; 
there had been no Sorrow, nor Crying, nor Death, had 
not Sin entered into the World, but I am come down ts 
end it, I am ſent to beal the Broken- hearted, weep 
not, I will 4 cr thee thy Son; and he called him 
from the Dead, and gave him to his Mother. If our 
Saviour could be ſo deeply affected in ſuch Caſes, and 
itied the over-grieved Children of Men when their 
10 was natural, and when only it concerned tem- 
poral Things, how much more think ye muſt he pity 
Souls whoſe Grief is intolerable about their Sin, and 
who are broken-hearted about their future State ? He 
knows what Terrors can oppreſs a human Creature, 
he has been a Man, and has experienced it often, 
and thoroughly in the Wilderneſs, and that Night el- 
pecially when he was in ſuch Diſtreſs and Anguilh 
that he ſunk down and trembled, walked to and fro 
in the Garden, and ſweat Blood being in an Agony, 
and when he cried out, My God! my Gd] why ha/t 
thou forſaken me | His Pangs and Sorrows cure us, 
and by bis Stripes we are healed. When he lays his 
bleeding 


[ 13 ] 


bleeding Hand upon the Heart and fays, Peace, be 
fill, all is healed, and the Hurt and Pain removed. 
Remember this when ye are troubled, and ye who 
know what a broken and contrite Heart is, for he will 
not deſpiſe it; offer it to him for a Sacrifice and he will 
help you, and be aſſured be was ſent to beal the Bro- 
ten-bearted, 

Another Part of our Saviour's Office was to preach 
Deliverance to the Captives, He knew all were ſold 
and carried away Captive by the Enemy ; all were his 
Bond- ſervants, and properly Slaves to Satan and to 
Sin, The Bondage in Egypt was but a Type of our 
ſpiritual Captivity, he therefore came to open the 
Priſon Doors, and to break in Pieces the Fetters of 
lron and Braſs ; but this he would do in Equity and 
Juſtice, therefore he became our Ranſom-price and 
was given for us; his own Blood was ſhed to buy 
s out of the Enemy's Hand, and by bearing our Sins 
and Puniſhments he merited our Freedom. He only 
is the Power to bring a Soul out of the Houſe of 
p {Wnage, and deliver him into the glorious Liberty of the 
n ildren of God, and make him free indeed. No Sin 
ir n rule any longer when Jeſus has made him free; 
id Nn no longer can lead them Captive at his Will 
ir ben our Saviour has commanded, Let my People go 
n- t they may ſerve me. | 
ty lt is a falſe Doctrine, that we are bound to Sin 
nd long as we live, and muſt ſometimes ſerve the old 
He laſter; this is eftabliſbing Iniquity by a Law ; but if 
re, lan had been wholly led and captivated by Luſt, or 
en, Wink, or Paſſion, or Covetouſneſs, or the World, 
ef. by any other Vice, let him apply to the Delive- 
iſh and he ſhall be ſet at Liberty. Our Lord's Hands 
fro Wi were once bound with Chains and nailed upon the 
ny; ols for him, ſhall unbind him and diſſolve his 
54% ads, though be bad made a League with Hell, and a 


us, Covenant 


[14] 
Covenant with Death, it ſhould not fland, let him cl 
upon the Name of the Lord and be ſhall be ſav 
He brings the Priſoner out of the Priſon- bouſe, and 
no Sin, no inbred Villainy and Wickedneſs, no Guilt, 
no Bonds of Satan can detain a Soul one Momen 
longer, when they believe in Fe/us. All loſe their 
Power and become like Tow that has touched the Fire, 
Before the Word of Chri/t all the ſtrong Holds af 
Satan tremble, and every ones Bands are looſed. This 
every Believer has experienced ; they know whit 
Slavery they were once in, how unhappy they were 
under the Dominion of Sin till the mighty God, who 
made War with Satan and overcame, preached Deli 
verance to them, and aſſured their Hearts he had pai 
their Ranſom, and was now their Redeemer. No ont 
has a Right to free Debtors but the Creditor, and he 
who pays all for them, nor may any Man delive 
the Slaves from the Gallies, or Plantations, or Pla 
of Slavery but he that bought them. In this re 
- a e has our Lord Feſus the Preheminence 
he is Lord of all in Heaven, and Earth, 4 
Hell, and can LA whom he will. He is the onl 
Creditor, againſt him only have we ſinned, and 
only can frankly forgive us and acquit and reed 
us ; but this he is more ready to do than we to al 
it. It js his Office, his Work, and Delight 1 preat 
Deliverance to the Captives, and to ſet them at L 
berty, If therefore any are oppreſſed of the Devil, 
find themſelves chained and bound by Sin, turn to hi 
as Priſoners of Hope, look to him and be ſaved. 
Another Part of our Saviour's Work was to 74 
ver Sight to the Blind. All our Stupidity and Ig 
rance in Divine Matters is called and Faces Bli 
neſs in the Scripture. The God" of this World 
blinded all, and with all Propriety may it be | 
we were born blind. The blind Perſon is not m 
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at a Loſs to know what Light is, or to diſtinguiſh 
Colours, than a natural Man is to underſtand our 
Saviour and ſee his Salvation. This is a hard Doc- 
trine to ſome, and eſpecially to ſuch as are knowing 
and gifted Men who have a philoſophical Genius, and 
alſo to religious Perſons who know the Letter of tbe 
Law of God, can diſtinguiſh between ſound and un- 
ſound Preaching, have adhered to the beſt Church, 
and profeſſed the beſt and moſt orthodox Syſtem of 
Faith and Religion, to tell theſe of their being blind 
would offend them as much as when our Saviour 
once told it to the ſtrift Fetvs, who angrily aſked 
him, Are wwe blind alſo Our Saviour anſwered, If 
ye were blind ye ſhould bave no Sin, but becauſe ye ſay, 
we ſee, therefore your Sin remainetb. For Fudgment 
I am come into the World, that they who ſee not might 
ſee, and thoſe that ſee might be made blind, that is, 
Jeſus was come to open the Eyes of the Blind, 
and to enlighten thoſe that bad ſat in Darkneſ; and 
in the Shadow of Death, and to remove the Scales 
from their Eyes, as he did by St. Paul, that they 
might ſee God and his Salvation. But it is a melan- 
choly Thing when People ſuppoſe they know enough, 
and can fee already, and are yet Strangers to our 
Saviour, and whoſe Eyes were never anointed with 
his Zye-ſalve, neither did they ever come to him to 
receive their Sight. Theſe are thoſe who love Dark- 
neſs, and are of the Laodicean Stamp and Spirit, who 
boaſted that they bad need of nothing, and knew not 
that they were poor, and miſerable, and blind, Such 
who proudly ſtand it out, and will have no other II- 
lumination but Nature, no Light but Reaſon, receive 
no Benefit by the Goſpel ; Chrift, the Light of the 
World, is of no Service to them, they are only the 
more blind, and all their Wiſdom becomes a Curſe 
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Covenant with Death, it ſhould not fland, let him cl 
upon the Name of the Lord and be ſhall be ſaw 
He brings the Priſoner out of the Priſon-bouſe, and 
no Sin, no inbred Villainy and Wickedneſs, no Guilt, 
no Bonds of Satan can detain a Soul one Moment 
longer, when they believe in Fe/us. All loſe their 
Power and become like Tow that has touched the Fire, 
Before the Word of Chriſt all the ſtrong Holds of 
Satan tremble, and every ones Bands are looſed. Thi 
every Believer has experienced ; they know what 
Slavery they were once in, how unhappy they were 
under the Dominion of Sin till the mighty God, who 
made War with Satan and overcame, preached Del. 
verance to them, and aſſured their Hearts he had pail 
their Ranſom, and was now their Redeemer. No one 
has a Right to free Debtors but the Creditor, and he 
who pays all for them, nor may any Man deliv: 
the Slaves from the Gallies, or Plantations, or Place 
of Slavery but he that bought them. In this re 
ſpect therefore has our Lord Feſus the Preheminence 
or he is Lord of all in Heaven, and Earth, « 
Hell, and can free whom he. will. He is the onh 
Creditor, againſt him only have we ſinned, and | 
only can frankly forgive us and acquit and releal 
us; but this he is more ready to do than we to: 
it. It is his Office, his Work, and Delight 7» preat 
Deliverance to the Captives, and to ſet them at J. 
berty.. If therefore any are oppreſſed of the Devil, 
find themſelves chained and bound by Sin, turn to hi 
as Priſoners of Hope, look to him and be ſaved. 
Another Part of our Saviour's Work was to „ 
ver Sight to the Blind, All our Stupidity and Ign 
rance in Divine Matters is called and eſteemed Bli 
neſs in the Scripture. The God ef this World 
blinded all, and with all Propriety may it be f 
we were born blind. The blind Perſon is not md 
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at a Loſs to know what Light is, or to diſtinguiſh 
Colours, than a natural Man is to underſtand our 
Saviour and ſee his Salvation. This is a hard Doc- 
trine to ſome, and eſpecially to ſuch as are knowin 

and gifted Men who have a philoſophical Genius, and 
alſo to religious Perſons who know the Letter of tbe 
Law of God, can diſtinguiſh between ſound and un- 
ſound Preaching, have adhered to the beſt Church, 
and profeſſed the beſt and moſt orthodox Syſtem of 
Faith and Religion, to tell theſe of their being blind 
would offend them as much as when our Saviour 
once told it to the ſtrift Jetus, who angrily aſked 
him, Are we blind alſo * Our Saviour anſwered, If 
ye were blind ye ſhould bave no Sin, but becauſe ye ſay, 
we ſee, therefore your Sin remaineth, For Judgment 
I am come into the World, that they who ſee not might 
ſee, and thoſe that ſee might be made blind, that is, 
Feſus was come to open the Eyes of the Blind, 
and to enlighten thoſe that bad ſat in Darkneſ7 and 
in the Shadow of Death, and to remove the Scales 
from their Eyes, as he did by St. Paul, that they 
might ſee God and his Salvation. But it is a melan- 
choly Thing when People ſuppoſe they know enough, 
and can fee already, and are yet Strangers to our 
Saviour, and whoſe Eyes were never anointed with 
his Eye-ſalve, neither did they ever come to him to 
receive their Sight. Theſe are thoſe who love Dark- 
neſs, and are of the Laodicean Stamp and Spirit, who 
boaſted that they had need of nothing, and knew not 
that they were poor, and miſerable, and blind, Such 
who proudly ſtand it out, and will have no other II- 
lumination but Nature, no Light but Reaſon, receive 
no Benefit by the Goſpel ; Chri/t, the Light of the 
World, is of no Service to them, they are only the 
more blind, and all their Wiſdom becomes a'Curſe 
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and a Snare to them, and their brighteſt Counſels are 
like the Counſel of Achitophel, Fooliſhneſs. 

I believe all the gracious Acts of our Lord, in re- 
ſpect of his curing b many blind People in the Days 
of his Fleſh, were written not only as a Hiftory of 
his Deeds and Miracles, but that Souls ſenſible of their 
Blindneis and Darkneſs might apply to him and be en- 
bghtened. Let them then who are ſpiritua ly blind 
tread in the Steps of Bartimeus, and others, let them 
ſit in the Way begging, and tho? they ſhould be per- 
ſuaded and charged by their prudent Friends, who 
are afraid of their being righteous over-much, to 
hold their Peace, and not make ſo much ado, yet 
let them cry ſo much the more, Lord Feſus ! thou 
Son of David have Mercy upon me, See only the 
aſtoniſhing Effect Bartimeus's Prayers had upon the 
Lord, be flood flill ! he could not proceed on his Jour- 
ney till he had helped him, he called him to him and 
aſked him, What wilt thou that I ſhould do unto 
thee ? and he anſwered, Lord that I might receive my 
| Sight ; and Jeſus ſaid, receive thy Sight, thy Faith 
has ſaved thee, and he received bis Sight and followed 

eſus in the way, If you wiſh, O that I knew the 
Road in which Jeſus would go, or could he ſo bappy 
as Bartimeus, to know the Place where he would paſs 
by, I would beg like him, and nat ceaſe till I bad pre- 
wailed ; then know, as ſurely as Jeſus paſſed along the 
Road to Jericho, ſo ſurely is he preſent where tw or 
three are met in bis Name; go and fit with them, and 
be aſſured Jeſus paſſes by: If you cannot ſee him, he 
ſees you and has Compaſſion on you. Speak to him 
and beg of him, as a Beggar intreats for an Alms ; let 
neither Friends nor Foes prevent you to cry to him, 
ti.] he has ſaid to you, receive your Sight, your Faith 
bas made you whale. Thus has our Saviour done to 


many thouſands, and is come into the World on that 
Errand, 


- 


m—_ ry . 8 "I Py 1 88 . * 1 


1 


Errand, fp preach recovering of, Sight to the Blind. He 
only ſaid in the Beginning of the Creation, Let there | 
be Lights. and there was Light, the ſame ſaid only to | 
the blind Eyes Epbatba, and immediately they ſaw, | 
let him only ſpeak the Word and you ſhall no longer 
walk in Darkneſs, but have the Light of. Life, Many 
of thoſe who were healed. by our Saviour could not re- | 
late diſtinctly how Jeſus did the Miracle, and neither | 
did he work the ſame by all, but ſpat upon theGround, þ 
and anointed one Man's Eyes, touched another's; and | 
only ſpake to a third; but this all could ſay, One Thing | 
I know, that whereas I was blind naw I ſee. $0 ſome | 
| 


who have been converted and brought into marvellous 
Light by the Divine Occuliſt, and whoſe blind Eyes 
his tender Mercy has opened, cannot always relate the 
direct manner of his Dealings with them, or tell as o- 
thers, Step by Step, all his gracious Proceedings with . 
them, but this all can affirm, I knew I wa iblind, J 
know Fauat in Darkneſs, and walked in Darkneſs\ence, 
I did not dmoao whether { was gaing. to Heaven ar Hell, 
I wat blind to my Part and Intereſi in the Lamb, did 
not ſee him, I did not loo upon dim, I cas bling huf, now 
1 fees 1 ſee Feſus, 1 Jae abe I bings that male far ny 
Peace, mine Eyes have ſeen the Lords Salvation ;, he has 
recovered my Sight, aud I wall no longer. in the Cloud 
and in Darkneſs, I know wither. Jam going, Nam a 
Child f Eight and of the Day, \\.the Sun e Righteauſ- 
neſs is riſen upon me, the Lord himſelf is ny J,ight and 
my Saluatien, be 1s my Sun" by Day and my Moon by 
Night,::0nd\ my Light ſball go down no more; Gods my 
own God. and Saviour, the Sun that went dawn in Clouds 
and Blood upon the Mount Golgotha, is my Light, and 
bis-(cunterance, - once couered with Shame and Spittle, 
ts my ever laſting -Brightne J. „ N e e 
Let another Office of our Saviour was to ſet at Li- 
berty them that were bruiſed. This is to releaſe S uls 
WT * 0” buffeted 
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betake yourſelves now to the Sanctuary 
place of his Wounds, that when be :Night comat auben 
no Man cun uort, ye may the ſaſe in the Refuge 


all Things are ready, let your Hearts alſo be ready, 
and fave in by Jeſus, 
tender Mercies and Lovinꝑ · kindneſs. Let your Eyes 
de faſtened on him, and your Ears attend to the gra- 

cious Words that proceed out of his Mouth, hear all 
he ſays, and abide with him; let him be your Friend 


[@o] 
it to all here, and gi give you chearfully and joyfully to 


and 


and 
ted for Sons and Daughters of the Lord Almighty. 
he Day and Near of Grace is now come, the Goſ- 
cell is now preached, Salvation is now ſet before you, 


, ſo ſhall ye experience all his 


and Saviour, det him be the Riches. of your paar Souls, 
and preach Deliverance to you in your Captivity, let 
him — your Eyes and anvint! them with bis Tears 
it is the beſt Eye-Jatve, let him heal your 
1 Hearts, and comfort you in all a times. 
Get an Inſight into his Wounds and Stripes, learn to 
prize their Healing, and to them bring every Diſeaſe, 
and Pain, and Grief till you are entered into you 
Lord's Joy. Sit idown at tis Feet, like Mam, ane 
« bearken «what. be: will ſay concerning ynui Attend upo 
him and he will preach to you, he will be your Mini 
ſter, and ſecretly manifeſt to you his Love and Grace 
be will ſot you af Liberty from all Trials, and find 
way ſor you to ape in all Temptations, and be 
your preſent. Help in the Time of Trouble. I have pro 
ved him and found him thus to me, and I heartily re 
commend you to him, that you alſo may be his Wu 
neſſes, and rejoice in your" good Minifler end Lor 
who is only worthy -to receive es an 
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